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Dear Friends:
This has been a year of significant achievements for Partnership with Children.
Steadfast in our mission to support the social, emotional and cognitive develop-
ment of at-risk children and build their resiliency, our Open Heart-Open Mind and
Life Steps programs have gained a new level of momentum, influence and recogni-

tion. Partnership with Children was one of the first resources available for New
York City school children and their families when the tragedy of September

11th occurred. With the generosity of donors, we proactively created a
comprehensive crisis response and trauma support initiative that con-
tinues today to help thousands of children, parents and caregivers,
who still experience lingering post-traumatic stress and grief.

Through our responsiveness and commitment to public service,
Partnership with Children has met the unique challenges of the past

year and moved forward to new horizons of program implementation.
Partnership with Children is enjoying exciting growth both in numbers

and programmatically.  We have created new initiatives in response to
today’s challenging environment that reflect our goal of providing comprehensive,

responsive and flexible services to support the healthy development of at-risk 
children and teens.

We are now serving 5,000 children, up from 2,700 in June 2001, in eight
schools in Brooklyn, Manhattan and Queens and our Life Steps
program. We have piloted a successful summer school wrap
around program, which we intend to bring to more school
communities in the coming year. Having just entered two
middle schools, we are now engaged in the rewarding
process of adapting Open Heart-Open Mind to the distinct
social and emotional needs of adolescents. Partnership with
Children has implemented a fee-for-service training and tech-
nical assistance component for school personnel and leader-
ship and program staff of nonprofit organizations throughout
New York City. 

The growth of our program services is matched by the high caliber and com-
passion of our staff. Each and every day, they assist, counsel and inspire thousands
of children, youth and their families. The philanthropic community has been very
supportive of our mission. We are grateful to our many supporters, partners, 
government, individuals, corporations and foundations that make Partnership with
Children’s achievements possible.

Sincerely,

Allison Bodenmann Michelle Sidrane
President, Board of Directors Executive Director
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PARTNERSHIP WITH CHILDREN, one of New
York’s oldest social services agencies, provides
emotional and social support for children,
youth and their families in New York City. We
provide early intervention, counseling and pre-
ventive services through Life Steps, a preven-
tive care program for adolescents, and Open
Heart-Open Mind, a unique school-based coun-
seling and support program for students in
underperforming New York City public schools.
Teams of degreed social workers are placed
full-time and onsite in at-risk schools during
the school day, in recognition of the fact that
school is second only to family in influencing a
child’s development. 

The goal of Open Heart-Open Mind is to
increase the resiliency of low-income, at-risk
children and to help them prepare for their
future as productive adults. Specifically,
Partnership with Children works to expand the
social and emotional development of vulnera-
ble inner city elementary school children so
that they can improve their coping skills, set
free cognitive energy and come to school ready
and able to learn. An annual, independent 
evaluation is conducted to measure the out-
comes of Open Heart-Open Mind on children,
teachers, parents and the school environment.
Among the many positive outcomes are
reduced childhood violence, improved aca-
demic performance and school attendance,
support for parents, teachers and guardians,
improved school climate and fostering a 
positive pathway to high school graduation.

Open Heart-Open Mind program was developed
in 1992 and implemented in one struggling 
elementary school on Manhattan’s Lower East
Side. In school year 2003, we will serve 5,000
children in a total of ten public schools, two in
Manhattan’s District 1 (Lower East Side), seven
in Brooklyn’s District 13 (Fort Greene/Bedford
Stuyvesant.) and one school in District 30 in
Queens. Open Heart-Open Mind is comprehen-
sive, responsive and flexible and is customized
to the distinct needs of the school, child and
community.  

Partnership with Children has extensive experi-
ence working with young adults through its
counseling and support program, Life Steps,
which has been operating in Brooklyn since
1983.  Life Steps attracts young people in need
from all over Brooklyn. Its services focus on
individual, family and group counseling, home

and school-based interventions, court advoca-
cy and psychological and psychiatric evalua-
tions. The Life Steps’ staff of Master’s level
social workers/counselors
assist teens with a wide range
of issues, including peer rela-
tionships, independent living
skills, family roles and relation-
ships, conflict and anger man-
agement, alcohol and substance
abuse, sexuality, teen pregnancy
prevention, and entry into the
workforce.  

Group workshops and activities
for early adolescents and ado-
lescents focus on socialization,
team building and leadership
skills development, family dynamics, stress
reduction, community building, conflict resolu-
tion and improvement of peer and family rela-
tionships. As Open Heart-Open Mind expands
into middle school and high school,
Partnership with Children is maximizing the
innovations and expertise of the Life Steps
program in concert with Open Heart-Open
Mind. We are implementing the Life Steps group
program in one middle school in Brooklyn’s
District 13.

Partnership with Children’s long-term goal is to
provide replication training and technical 
assistance in order to disseminate our model
for school success in urban centers across the
country. Today we are providing training on
developmental, intervention and school cli-
mate issues to teachers, parents and leader-
ship and program staff of social services and
educational organizations. 

…school is second
only to family in

influencing a child’s
development. 

Our Programs



PARTNERSHIP WITH CHILDREN, with funding from Robin Hood 9/11 Relief Fund,
implemented a modified version of its OPEN HEART-OPEN MIND model during
summer school 2002 as an extended day program at PS 64. PARTNERSHIP

WITH CHILDREN’S impact on the students was:

2001-2002 Results 
in Partnership with Children schools include:

100% stated that they felt better about themselves as a result of participating in the program and
that PWC social workers helped them academically. 

100% stated that PWC staff made them feel safer at school; 80% felt much safer and 20% safer. 

100% responded affirmatively when asked if PWC had helped them with their feelings and indicat-
ed that they would like to participate in PWC programs during the school year.

90% of the students participating in PWC’s program, and for who pass/fail data was available,
passed summer school.

4.2% reduction in the amount of students 
scoring in the lowest quartile on the state-wide
English Language Arts test, as compared to a 1.8%
reduction at comparison schools.

132% increase in the amount of positive verbal
interaction initiated by teachers towards their 
students in classes with PWC core services. 

26% reduction in disruptive behavior of 
students.

389% increase in the amount of positive verbal
interaction between PWC students and their
peers.

98% of parents interviewed noticed improved
behavior in their children, and 82% report that
their children now do more homework.

75% of children interviewed report that PWC has
helped them to like school more, and 96% feel 
better about themselves. 

64% of the teachers thought the program helped
children do better academically.



Financial Highlights
Fiscal Year Ended June 30, 2002

Individuals
$365,212 12.7%

Foundations
$809,985 28.2%

Corporations and
Corporate Foundations
$340,841 11.9%

Government and 
School Grants
$1,354,987 47.2%

TOTAL
$2,871,025 100.00%

PERCENTAGE OF TOTAL

Operating Revenue and Other Support
Contributions $1,252,585 43.6%
Special Events (net of direct costs) 263,453 9.2%
Government and Schools 1,354,987 47.2%

Total Operating Revenue and Other Support 2,871,025 100.0%

Expenses
Program Services 2,031,503 80.5%
Supporting Services

Management and General 318,255 12.6%
Fund Raising 175,369 6.9%

Total Supporting Services 493,624 19.5%

Total Expenses 2,525,127 100.0%

Operating Gain 345,898

Non-operating Revenue and Gains (losses)
Investment Income (loss) (75,318)

Change in Net Assets 270,580

Net Assets—Beginning of Year 1,738,116

Net Assets—End of Year $2,008,696

Audited financial statement for year ended June 30, 2002 is available upon request.

SOURCES OF REVENUE



$100,000+
Bank of America Foundation
Clark Foundation
GE Fund
Robert R. McCormick 
Tribune Foundation

$50,000-$99,999
New York Times 9/11 
Neediest Fund

Robin Hood 9/11 Fund

$25,000-$49,999
Banc of America Securities
Louis Calder Foundation 
Comedy Central
Davis Polk & Wardwell
Blanche T. Enders Charitable
Trust

Horace W. Goldsmith Foundation
Stella and Charles Guttman
Foundation

New York Community Trust
Jeffrey and Elizabeth Peek

$10,000-$24,999
Anonymous
Rose M. Badgeley Residuary
Charitable Trust

Bank of America
Barker Welfare Foundation
Beatrice and Douglas
Broadwater

Frank E. Clark Charitable Trust
Harris Coy Foundation
Hyde and Watson Foundation
DeCoizart Perpetual 
Charitable Trust

DeMartini Family Foundation
Steve and Roberta Denning
Greenhill Capital Partners
Carter and Stephanie McClelland 
Pfizer, Inc.
Edward Stewart

$5,000-$9,999
ABC, Inc. Foundation
A & E Television Networks
Adrian and Jessie Archbold
Charitable Trust

Allison and Jeffrey Bodenmann
Ellen and Winthrop Conrad
Gerhard Family Foundation
Goldman Sachs & Co.
Gravina Family Foundation
Johnson & Johnson
Marion E. Kenworthy—
Sarah H. Swift Foundation

Alan Klinger, Stroock & Stroock
& Lavan, LLP

John and Alexandra Lange
Mariposa Fund
Joseph and Amy Moglia
Charlotte Palmer Phillips
Foundation

Prudential Securities
Rainbow Advertising
Todd Richter
Paul Rittenberg, Fox 
News Channel

Thomas W. Smith 
John and Eliot Stewart
Nathan C. and Margie Thorne
Michael Tuch Foundation
Janice Savin Williams

$2,500-$4,999
Edward and Anne Blanchard
Brian Brille
Henry Buhl
Margaret Byrne
Roger Coy
Freeman and Co. LLC
Joseph M. La Motta
Michel Family Foundation
Morgan Stanley
Thong Nguyen
Elena and Michael Patterson
Sexauer Foundation
Sterling Resources 
International, Inc.

Ned B. and Deborah Stiles
Edward Sykes Endowment Trust
Jeffrey and Diane Tarnoff
Cecilia and Waide Warner

$1,000-$2,499
John J. Albright
American Chai Trust
BPD International Bank
John E. and Cynthia Beerbower
George W. Bilicic
Edward and Anne Blanchard
Bloomberg 
Richard S. Braddock
Cashin Family Fund
Charina Foundation, Inc.
Richard Clary
Joan Danforth
Maxwell Davidson
Guy de Chazal Family Foundation
Francois and Susan de Saint
Phalle 

Fortis Foundation
George J. Gillespie
Jeffrey L. Glatzer and 
Marti Reich

John Golden
John and Malo Harrison
Laura Lea R. Hatch
Edward W. Hazen Foundation
John and Anne Hermann
Heidi Hovland
Thomas Israel
Peter R. and Cynthia K. Kellogg
Marie W. Kelly
Gilbert H. and Lucy Lamphere
John A. Levin 
Doris and Martin London
George T. Lowy
Anthony Magro
James R. Maher
Andrew and Elizabeth Malik
George K. and Elizabeth Martin
Helen Marx
Midnight Misson Fund
Kenneth Mortenson
Stanley G. Mortimer
Charles Nathan and Alisa Levin
New Kalman Sunshine Fund
E. Stanley O’Neal
Simon and Cathy Orme
Pachyderm Consulting, LLC
Ponchitta Pierce
Michael Petrycki
John P. and Emily Rafferty
Andrew W. and Elizabeth Regan
Paul Revson

Thomas F. Robards
Mary and Winthrop Rutherfurd
Ralph Schlosstein and 
Jane Hartley

Stefan M. Selig
Alan and Michelle Sidrane
Robert and Laura Sillerman
State Street Bank
Wendy Stein and Bart Friedman
George E. Stephenson
Sterling National Bank
Studio One Networks, Inc.
Anne Rouse Sudduth
Jeffrey and Patsy Tarr
Roger and Sally Turner
USA Networks, Inc.
Charles and Marjorie
VanderCook

Peter and Victoria Van Leight
James C. Vardell
Richard and Eileen Wacker
Chuck and Meryl Witmer
Louis and Sarah Wolfe

$500-$999
John Aloisio
American Express 
Ralph Arditi and Robin Shelby
Henry C. and Karin J. Barkhorn
Foundation

Robert H. Baron
Francis and Eve Barron
Charitable Foundation

Matthew A. Baxter
Steven Benardete
James W.B. Benkard
John Beyersdorf
Suzanne Brett
Steward R. and Elizabeth Bross
Christine Burke
Samuel and Sally Butler
Kenneth and Kathryn Chenault
Arrial S. Cogan, Esq.
Claudia Cohen
Menard Doswell
John P. and Anne K. Duffy
Foundation

Martin and Margaret Evans
Mary Beth Farrell
Timothy Farrell
Herbert S. FitzGibbon II
Charles Flood
Susanna Fodor
Barry Friedberg and 
Charlotte Moss Foundation

Patricia Geoghegan
Trent Gavazzi
John Gleason
Elizabeth Grayer
Jeffrey W. Greenberg
John Hargraves and 
Nancy Newcomb

David W. and Kathryn Heleniak
Himmel Family Foundation
George and Martha Kellner
Margaret Kelly and Jack Powers
Thomas B. Ketchum
Catherine Kinney
Bill Lambert
Margot Latham
Ethel and Hilary Lipsitz 
Margaret Lofberg
Alexander and Sally Lynch
Michael and Patricia Magdol
Andrew J. and Eunice M. Melnick
Lane Montgomery
Maureen Murray
David W. and Melanie C. Niemiec
Michael Overlock
Alison Overseth
Carl H. Pforzheimer III
P.T.M. Charitable Trust
Wendy Rockefeller
Robert and Eileen Romminger
William J. and Joy Ruane
James J. and Masako Shinn
Jonathan and Cornelia 

Small Todd Sollis
Glenn Surnamer

James Tanenbaum 
and Elizabeth Scofield

Betty Tarnoff
Jeremiah and Clara Thomas

Paul and Andrea Lynn
Vizcarrondo

Joan E. Weberman
John and Mary Jo White
Benjamin Wolkowitz

$250-$499
John and Kathy Abbott
Able Trust
Roger E. Ailes
Leo and Nicole Arnaboldi
Therese Balagna
Douglas Bateson
Melvin Bedrick and Sheila Hicks
Peter Bertelsen
Jeffrey L. Bewkes
Andrew M. Blum
James S. Boynton
Scott and Roxanne Bok
Benjamin Brafman
Lane Brettschneider
Mitchell and Melanie Brooks
Gilbert and Ildiko Butler
Marie M. Carter
Catherine J. Cartolano
Peter A. Cavallo
Brian E. Chiappinelli
Moffett Cochran
David and Deborah Cohen
William A. Conte
Nancy Corsiglia
Daniel P. Cunningham
Anne Ebersman and 
Dan Caligor

John Evangelakos
Joseph Freda
Katherine Garay
John Gleason
Harrison J. and Diana Goldin
Sandra C. Goldstein

James and Penny Gorman
Stephen and Myrna Greenberg
Michael and Emma Halpert
Richard Hiegel
Geoffrey Hoguet
Jeffrey L. Holden
John R. and Joyce Hupper
Hamilton E. James
JBS Securities Corp.
Robert N. Jenkins
Robert and Virginia Joffe
Priscilla F. Kauff
D. Collier Kirkham
Kodiak Consulting
Joan Sheridan LaBarge
Michael J. Leahy
Scott Levine and Alice Geller
John G. Lindenthal
Herbert and Sharon Lurie
Marc Luxemburg
Michael Mandelker
Mitsubishi Imaging
Claudette Marshall
William B. Matteson
Richard McCourt
Mark and Melinda McLaughlin
David P. Nolan
Colette R. Philhower
Patricia A. Poglinco, Esq. and
Geoffrey Stein

Ted Poretz and Beth Sosin
David and Leslie Puth
Joseph and Jane Rascoff
Stanley Richards
Rachel Robbins
Eric Roberts
William Roschen
Rotray Fund 
Paul and Pat Saunders
Gill Sawhney
Michael Schler
Gregory M. Shaw
Andrew and Patricia Soussloff
Richard J. Sterne
John Tavss and Virginia Arcari
Richard H. Valentine
Adele and George  Wailand
Kevin J. Walsh and 
Molly Ann McEneny

Charles S. Whitman
Scott and Linden Wise

Bequests
Estate of Barbara Tweed Estill

Government Supporters
Administration of 
Children’s Services

Board of Education of the 
City of New York

Department of Youth and
Community Development

United Way of New York City—
Community Achievement
Projects in the Schools

We extend our sincerest grati-
tude to the many other friends
and supporters who made per-
sonal and in-kind contributions
to Partnership with Children in
the past year.

DONORS



Myra was a bright but troubled fourth grader at P.S.

46 in Brooklyn. She was shy but often acted out in

class for attention, and was placed in individual

counseling with Partnership with Children. Myra lived

in a foster home with seven other children, and while

her foster mother was a stable, reliable force in her

life, she often did not acknowledge Myra’s strengths.

Myra kept a diary which she wrote in every day, and

was one of the top writers in her class. Her social

worker felt the Partnership with Children run news-

paper group would show Myra that her talent was

recognized. The activity oriented, academic focus of

the group could also help Myra interact with her

peers in meaningful ways. 

At first, Myra exhibited the same acting out

behavior in newspaper group that she did

in class. She was the only 4th grader in

a group of 5th and 6th graders—

Partnership with Children had taken a

chance putting Myra in the group

because her writing ability was on par

with the older children. It was soon

clear that her immaturity was leading

to more problems. Myra sparred ver-

bally with one 6th grader, and even after

peer mediation between the two, her

behavior did not change.  

Once Partnership with Children engaged Myra in dis-

cussion about her feelings, she admitted that she felt

nervous and afraid others would make fun of her, so

she used anger as a defense mechanism. Myra, who

as a foster child was especially powerless, was given

the choice to stay in the group or not—she decided

to stay. Myra was told if she received three strikes for

bad behavior, she was out of the group. She did not

receive one strike. Myra even developed a very posi-

tive relationship with a 6th grader in the group. When

her birth mother died later that year, Partnership with

Children helped her process her grief. Once a child

that never revealed her feelings, she was now able to

express her sorrow. It was clear that with Partnership

with Children’s help Myra now felt a sense of belong-

ing she had not experienced before. 

Travis, a sixth grader, was deeply affected by the
events of September 11th. Known among his
peers as the boy “who did not talk” because of
his severe shyness and withdrawn behavior, he
was traumatized by the World Trade Center
attacks. Two days later, his mother asked for
Partnership with Children’s help. Travis had lost
his appetite and had recurring nightmares of the
terrorist attack. He continually talked to his
mother about his fear that the country was going
to war and was unable to sleep unless his mother
remained in the same room with him.

A bright, but fragile child, Travis needed help to
work through his feelings and move forward.

Travis’ mother was in agreement that he
would benefit from weekly counseling

sessions with a Partnership with
Children social worker. In these ses-
sions he explored his anxious feel-
ings as well as his isolation both in
the classroom and in the home.
Initially the discussions focused on
details about September 11th,

including information Travis heard
on the media. He even presented his

counselor with a mathematical equa-
tion he found on the internet that he

believed revealed the secrets behind the plan
of attack.

Over time, Travis grew more comfortable and
trusting in counseling and started to talk about
his interests including baseball cards and super
heroes. He became more verbal in class and with
his peers. To improve his social skills, Travis
joined the Partnership with Children newspaper
group. Travis received individual and group coun-
seling until his graduation to seventh grade. He
learned how to express his feelings of fear and
anxiety and develop age appropriate peer rela-
tionships. Now a seventh grader, he is still some-
times hesitant to communicate with his teacher,
but is involved and excited to be part of the new
school environment.

Success
Stories



Our mission is to

strengthen the 

emotional, social and

cognitive skills of 

at-risk children so that

they can succeed in

school, in society and 

in their lives.

220 East 23rd Street

Suite 500

New York, NY 10010

Tel  212.689.9500

Fax  212.689.9568

www.partnershipwithchildrennyc.org

EXECUTIVE STAFF

Michelle Sidrane
Executive Director

Barbara Cavallo
Clinical Director,
Open Heart-Open Mind

Brenda Taylor
Site and Program Director,
Life Steps
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