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Dear Friends:
Partnership with Children has had an exciting year. Many accomplishments have
given rise to new goals as we provide emotional and social support to children at
multiple risk for failure. We now serve over 5,700 children and adolescents and their
families, teachers and school administrators—more than double the number served
in September 2001. Our school-based Open Heart-Open Mind program is now imple-

mented in ten New York City public schools. Life Steps, our community-based
preventive care and counseling program, continues to effectively serve

young people in Brooklyn who need individual and group support. We
continue to see compelling evidence that with the right support, all children
can succeed!

Partnership with Children is proud to have received a second United
States Department of Education grant to support Open Heart-Open Mind
in four “cluster” schools in Bedford Stuyvesant—a challenged communi-

ty in great need of our services. We have completed the third and final
year of the federal grant funding our successful demonstration and expan-

sion project in Bedford Stuyvesant and Fort Greene. Our recently completed
evaluation reveals considerable academic and social progress in Open Heart-

Open Mind schools. The increased number of children attaining grade level scores on
the English Language Arts exam is 100% greater than in comparison schools.
Attendance has improved substantially and teachers, parents and students agree that
self-esteem and behavior have improved significantly.  

We are proud of our staff’s dedication, skills and compassion. Each
day, they provide the highest quality services to hundreds of 
children who, without our support, would likely “fall through
the cracks” and fail academically. In order to bring our proven
program to more children, we are developing a replication
model of Open Heart-Open Mind that can be implemented in
schools throughout the city, state and country. We will broad-
en our reach through fee-for-service training and technical sup-
port while we develop a much needed source of earned income
to support our programs. We are now piloting a replication of
our peer mediation modality in one New York City school, for
which we are receiving a very positive response.  

Partnership with Children is very grateful to our many supporters in the philanthrop-
ic community—government, foundations, corporations and individuals. We are also
delighted to have growing numbers of volunteers, particularly the volunteer teams
from our critical corporate contributors. With your commitment and generosity,
Partnership with Children will continue our work and help thousands of at-risk chil-
dren succeed—we know they can!    

Thank you for your support.

Sincerely,

Allison Bodenmann Michelle Sidrane
President, Board of Directors Executive Director
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PARTNERSHIP WITH CHILDREN, INC., founded in
1908 as Big Sisters, has been helping New
York City’s underserved children and youth
for nearly 100 years. Our focus has evolved
from mentoring young, low-income, court-
referred girls to offering a full array of cru-
cial services to at-risk boys and girls who
face daunting problems in their lives outside
of school. Our programs include:  

OPEN HEART-OPEN MIND: Our school based
program creates an environment conducive
to learning, supporting each child’s develop-
ment and meeting our mission by “strength-
ening the emotional, social and cognitive
skills of at-risk children so they can succeed
in school, in society and in their lives.”
Founded eleven years ago, Open Heart-Open
Mind responds to the often severe emotional
and social needs of children that public
schools, teachers and administrators do not
have time or resources to address. The pro-
gram’s goal is to reduce the achievement
gap for low-income, underserved children
who are at high risk for academic failure.
Originally serving one struggling elementary
school on Manhattan’s Lower East Side,
Open Heart-Open Mind has grown to serve
over 5,700 children in ten schools in
Brooklyn, Queens, and Manhattan.  

Open Heart-Open Mind places social workers
with MSW or BSW degrees in public schools
on a full-time basis to support children and
address social and behavioral problems that
negatively impact the classroom environ-
ment. Working with students, families, teach-
ers and school administrators, Open Heart-
Open Mind utilizes a number of modalities to
achieve its goals, including: individual coun-
seling, crisis intervention, small group
counseling, full classroom push-in, family
meetings and support, home visits and fam-
ily case management, collaboration with
teachers, school-wide activities, school
management participation, and family
involvement.

Our Open Heart-Open Mind program concen-
trates on the “whole child” in order to
reduce academic failure and drop out rates.
As children become adolescents their social-
ization needs evolve. The extension of our
services to middle school students affords
an exciting and critical opportunity to fur-
ther coping and cognitive skills as children
mature and transition to different life activi-
ties and responsibilities.  

LIFE STEPS: Our community-based preventive
care program, provides counseling to chil-
dren, youth and their families under the
Persons in Need legislation
(PINS). Through individual
and group counseling and
activities, our professional
social work staff assists 
children and adolescents with
a wide range of issues includ-
ing peer relationships, family
roles and relationships, con-
flict and anger management,
alcohol and substance abuse,
sexuality, and teen pregnancy
prevention.

SUMMER SCHOOL: An adaptation of Open
Heart-Open Mind has been designed to meet
the needs of children mandated to summer
school due to academic failure. Our wrap
around program benefits children by provid-
ing a safe and stimulating place to prepare
for end-of-session math and reading tests,
the results of which determine grade promo-
tion. This year’s statistics show that our pro-
gram had a positive impact.

LOOKING FORWARD:  Since September 2001, the
number of children we serve has more than
doubled. As we help more and more chil-
dren, we are working to replicate our model
for school success in urban centers through-
out the country. By doing so, Partnership
with Children will significantly contribute to
the academic achievement of at-risk children
in other cities and communities.

Our Open Heart-
Open Mind program 
concentrates on the

“whole child”…

Our Programs



We are grateful to the following foundations for their support of
Partnership with Children:

2002-2003 Evaluation Results 

ABC, Inc. Foundation
American Chai Trust
Adrian & Jessie Archbold
Charitable Trust
Atlantic Bank of New York
Rose M. Badgeley Residuary
Charitable Trust
Bank of America Foundation
Barker Welfare Foundation
BPD International Bank
The Buhl Foundation
The Louise & Ardè Bulova
Fund
Louis Calder Foundation
The Clark Foundation
Frank E. Clark Charitable
Trust
Harris Coy Foundation

Frances L. & Edwin L
Cummings Memorial Fund
De Coizart Perpetual
Charitable Trust
Jean & Louis Dreyfus
Foundation
Blanche T. Enders Charitable
Trust
Federation of Protestant
Welfare Agencies
Fortis Foundation
Lily Palmer Fry Memorial
Trust
GE Foundation
Horace W. Goldsmith
Foundation
William T. Grant Foundation
Stella and Charles Guttman
Foundation

Charles Hayden Foundation
Edward W. Hazen Foundation
Heckscher Foundation for
Children
Hyde and Watson Foundation
Jewish Communal Fund
Johnson & Johnson
Marion E. Kenworthy—Sarah
H. Swift Foundation
Kingsland Family Foundation
Theodore Luce Charitable
Trust
Robert R. McCormick Tribute
Foundation
Midnight Mission Fund
JPMorgan Chase Foundation
Morgan Stanley Foundation
New Kalman Sunshine Fund

New York Community Trust
New York Stock Exchange
Foundation
New York University
Community Fund
Charlotte Palmer Phillips
Foundation
Reddish Foundation
Robin Hood Foundation
Sexauer Foundation
Spingold Foundation
Sponsors for Educational
Opportunity
Edward Sykes Endowment
Trust
Tiger Foundation
Michael Tuch Foundation

Each year, we monitor the success of our services
by gathering, evaluating and analyzing Department
of Education data. We issue a report each fall that
reflects the previous academic year. This year’s
report revealed:

• 100% greater improvement in students per-
forming at grade level at Partnership with
Children schools in contrast with comparison
schools 

• 450% greater increase in attendance 

• 100% increase in positive verbal interaction
among students

• 400% decrease in negative interaction among
students

• 45% increase in active student on-task behav-
ior in classroom during instruction

• 95% increase in teacher-to-student positive
interaction

• 78% of teachers, 88% of parents, and 87% of
students observed improved student self-
esteem

• 71% of teachers, 76% of parents, and 83% of
students observed improved student behavior

• 93% of participants rated parent and teacher
workshops to be very good or excellent   



Financial Highlights
Fiscal Year Ended June 30, 2003

Individuals
$336,013 11.7%

Foundations
$601,107 20.9%

Corporations and
Corporate Foundations
$363,347 12.6%

Government and 
School Grants
$1,578,943 54.8%

TOTAL
$2,879,410 100.0%

PERCENTAGE OF TOTAL

Operating Revenue and Other Support
Contributions $ 906,575 31.5%
Special Events (net of direct costs) 393,892 13.7%
Government and Schools 1,578,943 54.8%

Total Operating Revenue and Other Support 2,879,410 100.0%

Expenses
Program Services 2,218,332 82.9%
Supporting Services

Management and General 257,508 9.6%
Fund Raising 199,193 7.4%

Total Supporting Services 456,701 17.1%

Total Expenses 2,675,033 100.0%

Operating Gain 204,377

Non-operating Revenue and Gains (losses)
Investment Income (loss) 12,986

Change in Net Assets 217,363

Net Assets—Beginning of Year 2,008,696

Net Assets—End of Year $ 2,226,059

Audited financial statement for year ended June 30, 2003 is available upon request.

SOURCES OF REVENUE



$100,000+
Clark Foundation
GE Foundation
Robin Hood Foundation
Tiger Foundation

$50,000-$99,999
New York Stock Exchange, Inc.

$25,000-$49,999
Bank of America
Francis L. & Edwin L. Cummings

Foundation
Blanche T. Enders Charitable Trust
Horace W. Goldsmith Foundation
Stella and CharlesGuttman

Foundation
Johnson & Johnson
Kenneth and Linda Mortenson
New York Community Trust

$10,000-$24,999
ABC, Inc. Foundation
A & E Television Networks
Rose M. Badgeley Residuary

Charitable Trust
Barker Welfare Foundation
Ellen and Winthrop Conrad
Harris Coy Foundation
Davis Polk & Wardwell
DeCoizart Perpetual Charitable

Trust
Greenhill & Co. LLC
Hyde and Watson Foundation
MindShare
Morgan Stanley & Co. Inc.
MTV Networks
Thong Nguyen
Jeffrey and Elizabeth Peek
Pfizer, Inc.
William Rouse III
Christopher J. and Janice Savin

Williams
Spingold Foundation Inc.
The Starr Foundation
UBS Warburg
Wachtell, Lipton, Rosen & Katz

$5,000-$9,999
American Express 
Anderson Kill & Olick, LLP
Black Entertainment Television
Bloomberg Foundation
Jeffrey and Allison Bodenmann
Jonathan P. Bren
Bear, Stearns & Co. Inc.
Beatrice and Douglas Broadwater
Cashin Family Fund
CBS Television Network
Kimberly-Clark Corporation
Comedy Central
Daniel J. Costarene
Discovery Communications, Inc.
Disney Worldwide Services, Inc.
Donovan Data Systems
ESPN, Inc.
E! Television Networks, Inc.
Fox Television
Fleet Specialist, Inc.
General Electric Company
William T. Grant Foundation
Linda and Franklin Hobbs IV
Ingram, Yuzek, Gainen, Carroll &

Bertolotti, LLP
ITN Networks
Amie and Tony James
JP Morgan Chase
Alan Klinger, Stroock & Stroock &

Lavan LLP
La Branche & Co.
John and Alexandra Lange
George A. Long Foundation
Marion E. Kenworthy-Sarah H. Swift

Foundation

Richard A. and Helene H. Monaghan
Monterey Fund, Inc. 
NBC
Parade Publications
Michael and Elena Patterson
Proskauer Rose, LLP
Rainbow Media Group LLC
Paul Rittenberg, Fox News Channel
Scripps Network
Thomas W. Smith Foundation
Nathan C. and Margie Thorne
Turner Broadcasting
Univision Network
Roger M. Vasey
Warner Bros.
Yahoo! Inc.

$2,500-$4,999
Buhl Foundation
Roger Coy
Jay N. Fastow
Fortis Foundation
James Family Charitable Foundation
Joseph M. La Motta
L3 Communications Corporation
Robert Lusardi
Terrance and Emily Meehan
Charlotte Palmer Philips Foundation
Reddish Foundation
Thomas F. Robards
Schlumberger Limited
Robert and Laura Sillerman
The St. John Associates, Inc.
Sony Pictures

Entertainment, Inc.
Summers Family Foundation
Jeffrey and Diane Tarnoff
Weil, Gotshal & Manges, LLP

$1,000-$2,499
Steven and Judith Benardete
Karen Poster Bressner
Marshall and Mary Carter
Peter A. Cavallo
Charina Foundation, Inc.
Alexandre and Lori Chemla
CIBC World Markets Corp.
CIT Group, Inc.
Charles Collier
Robert and Susan Dahill
Joan Danforth
Richard DeBello
Francois and Susan de Saint Phalle
R. B. Evans
Herbert S. FitzGibbon II
Lily Palmer Fry Memorial Trust
Fulcrum Global Partners, LLC
Martha Gallo and Charles Kerner
Brad Goldman
The Golf Channel
Gravina Family Foundation, Inc.
Jeffrey and Kimberly Greenberg
Sarah Grygiel
John Harrison
Laura Lea Hatch
David and Kathyrn Heleniak
Charles S. Henry
Elizabeth Herbst-Brady
The Heritage Networks
The Himmel Family Foundation
David S. Howe Foundation
Thomas Israel
New Kalman Sunshine Fund
Jerome P. Kenney
Klingsland Family Fund
Colin and Rita Knudsen
KR Capital Advisors, Inc.
Bill Lambert
Margot Latham
John and Betty Levin Fund
Litwin Foundation, Inc.
George T. Lowy
David Lynch

Michael and Barbara Madaio
James and Ann Marie Manfredonia
Marin Community Foundation
Richard Menschel
Merrill Lynch
Michel Family Foundation
Midnight Mission Foundation
Jeremiah Milbank III
Charles Nathan and Alisa Levin
David P. Nolan Foundation
Simon P. Orme
Fulcrum Global Partners, LLC
Ponchitta Pierce
Robert Pruzan
P.T.M. Charitable Foundation
John P.  And Emily Rafferty
Andrew Regan
Steven Rubenstein
Mary and Winthrop Rutherfurd, Jr.
R&TP Family Foundation
State Street Bank & Trust Company
Ralph Schlosstein and Jane Hartley

Family Foundation
Steven B. Schonfeld Foundation
H. Marshall Schwarz
Alan and Michelle Sidrane
Patricia & Andrew Soussloff

George E. Stephenson
Jonathan and Eleanor Moore Stern
Deborah F. Stiles
Anne Rouse Sudduth
Andrew Susman
Howard L. Swarzman
Edward Sykes Endowment Trust
Thomas J. and Alice Tisch

Foundation
USA Networks Inc.
Paul and Andrea Lynn Vizcarrondo
Steven Volk
Cecilia Tso Warner
Charles and Meryl Witmer

Charitable Foundation
Louis S. and Sarah Wolfe

$500-$999
Lois Abramchik
Scott Arnel
Arnhold Foundation
Henry C. & Karin J. Barkhorn

Foundation
Robert H. Baron
David Bell
James W. Benkard
Amy Bender
George and Laura Bilicic
Monty Blanford
Richard S. and Susan Braddock
Charles H. and Jean I. Brunie

Foundation
Gilbert & Iidiko Butler Foundation
Michael and Gisela Carey
Tim Cecere
Brian E. Chiappinelli
Arrial and James Cogan
Joyce B. Cowin
Crain Communications, Inc.
John Cummings
Patrick Donohue
Lyman de la Gueronniere
Robert and Marie Ethridge
Demetrio and Dorothy Falcone

Martin and Margaret Evans
Mary B. Farrell
Joseph and Annette Freda
Barry Friedberg and Charlotte Moss

Foundation
Jeffrey L. Glatzer and Marti Reich
James and Penny Gorman
Elizabeth Grayer and Aidan Synott
Walter J. Handelman
John Hargraves and Nancy

Newcomb
Paul Healy
Heidi Hovland
David and Julie Kantrowitz Leibman
Margaret Kelly and Jack Powers
Kingsbridge Heights Community

Center, Inc.
Steven and Jill Lampe
Gilbert H. and Lucy Lamphere
Per and Margaret Lofberg
Jamianne Logan
Andrew Malik
Michele Manfreda
Elizabeth Martin
George K. Martin
Andrew J. Melnick
Joan M. Morse
Alice Mortenson
National Basketball Association
North Fork Bank
Paramount Advertiser Services

Carl H. Pforzheimer
Patricia A. Poglinco, Esq. &
Geoffrey Stein
Jack Polsky

Thomas & Cheryl Rackley
Raytech Corporation
Eduviges Santos-Fontova
Jay Schwamm and Judy Mello
Rae Page Schwarz
Robin Shelby
Jonathan A. and Cornelia Small
Todd Sollis
John and Dorothy Sprague

Foundation
Edward D. Stewart
Wylie Stecklow
Summer Fund
Take 2 Interactive Software
Betty Tarnoff
Jeffrey C. and Patsy Tarr
Robert and Rebecca Thomas
Peter and Victoria Van Leight
Richard and Eileen Wacker
Joan E. Weberman and Roy Lennox
Beverly Weinstein
Michelle Wright                              

$250-$499
Roger E. Ailes
Kathleen B. Allaire
Laurent Alpert
Lorraine Antoniello
David and Didi Barrett
Douglas and Marcia Bateson
Matthew A. and Carol Cunniff-

Baxter
Stephen Beckwith
Jeffrey Bernfeld and Mary Kathleen

O’Connell
Mary Tavener Holmes
John Beyersdorf
Robert and Barbara Bluestone
Andrew M. Blum
Scott L. and Roxanne Bok
Christine Burke
Frederick and Marie Butler
Jerome M. Cohen
David and Deborah Cohen
William Conte
John P. and Anne K. Duffy

Foundation
Timothy Farrell
Emwiga Foundation

John and Deborah Evangelakos
Anthony Fitzgerald
Charles Flood
Susanna S. Fodor
Blaine and Diane Fogg
Peter Franchot and Anne Maher
Barrett B. Frelinghuysen
Timothy and Patricia Friar
Bart Friedman
Katherine Garay
Peter and Lorene Gevalt
Goldin New York, Inc.
John R. and Kiendl D. Gordon
Barbara Grossman
Gaines Gwathmey III and Rose

Harvey
Michael and Emma Halpert
Walter F. Harrison III
John and Anne Herrmann 
Jeffrey L. Holden
Jewish Communal Fund
Peter Karasz and Marilyn Sobel
George Kellner
Gregory Kennedy
John Kissane
Kneisel Foundation
James J. and Helen Lally
David Leibman
Amy Leeds
Robert and Susan Lewin
L. James Lewis
John G. Lindenthal
Mary D. Lindsay
Esther Lustig
Anne V. Maher and Peter Franchot
James McLaren and Lawton W. Fitt
Jon C. and Hanneke Nesvig
NY Chapter Elfun Society
Michael Overlock
Parker/Hunter, Incorporated
David C. Patterson
Colette R. Philhower
Clifford Press
Joseph Rascoff
Richard and Rachel Robbins
Lawrence and Wendy Rockefeller Jr.
Ronald Rolfe
Robert and Eileen Rominger
William Roschen
Irving and Ruth Rotkowitz
Leslie B. Samuels
Charles Sarowitz
Stephen C. Schram
Rita Sherr
Mark L. Shifke
John Slattery
Robert S. and Diane Smith
Steamboat Resorts
Claudia Stepke
Richard J. and Eleanor M. Sterne
Gill Sawhney
James Tanenbaum and Elizabeth

Scofield
Brenda Taylor
Paul and Tracy Taylor
Ellen Tifft
W. James Tozer Jr.
Myron Trepper
Richard H. Valentine
Christine P. Wasserstein
Carl M. Webster
Lorraine Wilson
Scott and Linden Wise
Karrie Zampini-Robinson

Government Supporters
Administration of Children’s

Services
Department of Education of the City

of New York
United Way of New York City

DONORS



Brian’s teacher referred him to Partnership with Children after

he threatened other children with a box knife he brought to

school. When Brian’s mother met with his teacher and a

Partnership with Children social worker, she disclosed that

Brian’s father had recently been incarcerated for drug pos-

session at Rikers Correctional Facility. He and Brian were

extremely close and since his father’s absence Brian’s grades

and behavior had significantly deteriorated.

The social worker began to see eight year old Brian for indi-

vidual and crisis counseling several times a week. Brian was

personable and verbal, and had endured much pain and

sadness in his short life. He missed his father quite deeply.

One of his teacher’s major complaints was that Brian

didn’t pay attention. When asked what he thought

about when staring off distractedly, Brian said

“my dad.” His social worker learned that

Brian’s father had helped him with his home-

work and that his mother, who worked full-

time and went to school at night, felt over-

whelmed as the primary caretaker for her

five children.  Brian’s teacher and social

worker collaborated to provide his mother

with his homework and test schedule. Brian

responded very well to emotional and academic

support through individual counseling, tutoring, and a

behavior-reward program.

During one session, Brian wanted to make a model of a park

out of an empty shoebox he noticed in the Partnership with

Children room. Every weekend he and his father had gone to

Fort Greene Park. Brian worked for weeks constructing a

park from pipe cleaners, clay and other materials. Brian want-

ed to take the “park” home so he could give it to his dad the

next time they visited him.  Brian made great strides, and

passed second grade with flying colors. Now Brian’s mother

understands his loss and has become more sympathetic

and supportive. They now have weekly “Brian time” when

they share different activities. Although he misses his father

very much, Brian now receives the support and encourage-

ment he needs to flourish.

The school principal asked Partnership with

Children to work with Chanelle and several other

sixth grade girls who were having classroom difficul-

ties.  Some of the boys were teasing them and they

were stressed by the challenges of graduation and

middle school. Needing more support than their

teacher had time to give, the principal and

Partnership with Children social workers agreed that

a small group would allow them the opportunity to

discuss issues they might not be comfortable talking

about in class.

Chanelle, a petite 11-year-old African American girl

with a shy manner and a “light up the room” smile,

was one of the girls most transformed by her

group participation. After several group ses-

sions she began to open up and share her

story. When the girls spoke about their

ideas of a strong woman, Chanelle said

her mother had the qualities

described. She explained that her

father had physically abused her

mother and that although it was finan-

cially difficult, her mother eventually

left for good and got a restraining

order.  Now her mother worked full-time

and they lived with her aunt’s family.

Discussing this was very painful for

Chanelle, yet she was also relieved to have an

outlet for expression.  The other girls were surprised

and immediately supportive, some sharing their own 

similar stories.

Chanelle continued to open up and her mother told

Partnership with Children social workers how much

Chanelle enjoyed participating.  She noticed changes

at home — Chanelle seemed more expressive and

confident.  She showed a lot of talent in group art

projects and wanted to pursue her gift, so her moth-

er enrolled her in a summer art program.  Chanelle

received several awards on graduation day, including

“Most Improved Student .”  When Partnership with

Children social workers told Chanelle how proud

they were, she gave them one of her dazzling smiles

and admitted her pride in her accomplishments.

Success
Stories



Our mission is to

strengthen the 

emotional, social and

cognitive skills of 

at-risk children so that

they can succeed in

school, in society and 

in their lives.
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